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Oneonta City School District
Special 2017-18 Budget Issue

Proposition 1:
Capital Improvement Project

Proposition 2:
Energy Performance Contract

Board Election:
Elect Two Board of Education Members

Tuesday, May 16, 2017
12:00 Noon to 9:00 PM

Foothills Performing Arts and Civic Center
24 Market Street

Oneonta, NY 13820

Dear Oneonta City School Community:
New York State Public School Districts will 

conduct budget and Board of Education member 
elections on Tuesday, May 16, 2017. All Oneonta City 

School District residents will vote at the Foothills 
Performing Arts and Civic Center from noon to 9:00 p.m.

For the 2017-2018 school year, the Board of Education has 
adopted a budget of $38,678,108 that represents a 2.39% expenditure 
increase. The Board of Education has been able to stabilize our 
financial condition allowing for recovery of important programs. Your 
support for this budget allows that trend to continue. The proposed 
budget equates to an estimated 2% increase in the total tax levy. The 
final tax levy will be set by the Board of Education in August. Just a 
reminder, tax collection will begin on September 1, 2017. 

This year you will also see 2 (two) propositions for Capital 
Improvements in our district buildings.
• Proposition 1 is a Capital Improvement Project. This project will 

address facility improvements at all of our district buildings. 
There will be a Capital Project newsletter capturing all of the 
capital priorities addressed in the project sent to your home, 
and you can access this information on our website www.
oneontacsd.org

• Proposition 2 is an Energy Performance Contract. This contract 
will address long overdue concerns in the boilers and controls 
in our district buildings as well as high efficiency lighting. 
The contract is designed to address outdated equipment and 
fixtures and replace them with high efficiency and controllable 
systems guaranteed to result in significant savings over an 18-
year period. This contract has been put on the May 16, 2017 
ballot because, if the public approves it, the District can gain an 
additional 10% of State Aid.
For detailed Capital Project information, please come to our 

meeting on Wednesday, May 10 at 6:00 p.m. in the Center Street 
Conference Room.

I encourage you to visit our website, come to our Public Budget 
Hearing on May 3, 2017, 7:00 p.m. at Greater Plains Elementary 
School and listen for my discussions of these matters on WZOZ/
WSRK radio. Please look for my column in the Daily Star and 
Hometown Oneonta for a written description of what we hope to 
accomplish with this work.

This year, you will be voting on 4 (four) items:
1. Budget $38,678,108
2. Election of two (2) Board of Education members
3. Capital Project $18,011,994
4.  Energy Performance Contract $2,800,000
Your approval of this budget will enable the Oneonta City 

School District to continue to be the leader in our region providing 
excellent academic and extra-curricular programs for our children. 

Your approval of our Capital Project proposal will allow us make 
significant upgrades to our facilities in support of continued growth 
of academic programs in all of our schools well into the future.

I urge you to be as informed as you can be about our propositions 
and exercise your right to vote. Please visit our website www.
oneontacsd.org for more detailed information about the proposed 
2017-2018 budget. Sincerely,

Joseph J. Yelich
Joseph J. Yelich, Superintendent of Schools

SCHOOL BUDGET NOTICE
The Budget Hearing will be held on Wednesday, 

May 3 at 7:00 p.m. at The Greater Plains 
Elementary School, West End Avenue.

ABSENTEE BALLOT
All qualified voters unable to go to the polling 

location on May 16, 2017, may vote by Absentee 
Ballot. Applications for Absentee Ballots may be 

obtained from the District Clerk at the School 
Superintendent’s Office, 31 Center St., Oneonta, 

Monday through Friday (except holidays), 
8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Ballots must be submitted 
no later than 5:00 p.m. on May 16, 2017. For 
further information, call 433-8232, ext. 1300.

Copies of the detailed budget are available 
between 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. at the Business 

Office, 31 Center Street, 2nd Floor.

Look inside to see 
what is going on in 

our District . . .
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BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBER ELECTION

Two positions are open for three-year terms to the seven person Board of Education. Candidates running are:

Amy Burnsworth-Amy has served on the Board of Education since 2014.  Since being a Trustee, she has served 
on the following committees;  Communications, Finance and Academic Sub-committee.

Daniel Buttermann-Dan has served on the Board of Education since 2014.  Since being a Trustee, he has 
served on the following committees; Policy, Labor Relations/Litigation, Finance, and Academic Sub-committee.

2017-18 BUDGET
Resolved, to approve the Budget adopted by the Board 

of Education for the Oneonta City School District on April 
12, 2017 for the expenditure of an amount not to exceed 
$38,678,108 to meet the estimated expenditures contained 
therein during the 2017-18 school year, and to levy the 
necessary tax, therefore.

Explanation: This budget plan continues restoration 
of programs and staffing and provides additional student 
support services and enhancements, paving the way for 
all students in the district to succeed. Program restoration 
and expansion are proposed at all grade levels in both 
Regular and Special Education. At the elementary level, 
we will have an additional K/1 classroom and will restore 
the Behavioral Adjustment Class. At the secondary level, 
we hope to expand our social studies and music offerings 
as well as fill our hands on technology position. The 
district recognizes the changing needs of students. One 
of our goals with this budget is to help them succeed by 
providing additional support in English as a Second 
Language, Speech Therapy and Psychological assistance. 
This budget incorporates instructional equipment updates 
in science, music and technology, continuing to expand our 
Chromebooks opportunities for students. We have added 
to our extra-curricular and club offerings district-wide for 
students for well-rounded programming both inside and 
outside of the classroom.

Our capital portion includes necessary buildings 
and grounds maintenance as well as health and safety 
considerations. The capital portion also includes our debt 
service, or principal and interest payments on bonds. 
This year, we have included our capital transportation 
purchases (Buses) in the budget ($157,606). We plan to use 
existing fund balance to purchase one 66-passenger bus 
and two mini vans, to replace a large bus, a small bus and 
a mini van. Purchasing outright will eliminate the bonding 
and interest costs. 

Our state aid projections have increased by $536,657. 
The 2017-2018 budget being presented to the voters results 
in an estimated tax levy increase 2.00%, which is below the 
allowable maximum tax levy (“Tax Cap”). Our calculated 
tax cap this year is 2.49%, but our board is committed to 
limiting the increase to 2%. 

If the school budget is defeated, the Board of Education 
has the option of presenting the same or a revised budget 
for a second vote, or immediately adopting a contingency 
budget. The contingency budget must remain within a 
zero percent increase in taxes. The administrative portion 
of the budget is subject to a cap. Certain non-contingent 
items, as determined by the Board of Education, would be 
eliminated if a contingency budget is implemented. 

Please visit our website, www.oneontacsd.org, for 
more details regarding the 2017-2018 budget. Our budget 
hearing will be held on Wednesday, May 3, 2017 at 7:00 at 
The Greater Plains Elementary School.

From the Middle School . . .
OMS Clubs Are a Big Success!

OMS Battle of the Books
The Middle School Battle of  the Books club WON the Central New York Finals! The OMS had 
3 teams of  4 students who competed, with one team making the Regionals and winning, 
and who also won in Albany at the Central NY Finals! Way to go Emily, Maleah, Devin and  
Adriana! We are 
so proud of  all the 
Middle School Bat-
tle of  the Books 
teams, they repre-

sented Oneonta well! While in Albany competing for the trophy, 
students were able to meet famous author Eric Devine, who 
wrote about our Middle School team on his blog! https://eric-
devine.org/2017/03/22/time-and-place/
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ONEONTA CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 2017-18 School District Budget Notice

Overall Budget Proposal Budget Adopted 16-17 Budget Proposed 17-18 Contingency Budget 17-18*

Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions $ 37,776,382 $ 38,678,107 $ 38,272,447

Increase/Decrease for the 2017-18 School Year $ 901,725 $ 496,065

Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget  2.39%  1.31%

Change in the Consumer Price Index  1.26%

A. Proposed Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount $ 20,322,904 $ 20,728,563

B. Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable $ 0 $ 0  

C. Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable ** $ 0 $ 0  

D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy $ 0 $ 0  

E. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A + B + C - D) $ 20,322,904 $ 20,728,563 $ 20,322,904

F. Total Permissible Exclusions $ 746,258 $ 833,115

G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions $ 19,576,646 $ 19,995,641

H. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support Library Debt 
and/or Permissible Exclusions (E - B - F + D) $ 19,576,646 $ 19,895,448

I. Difference: (G - H) Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter Approval ** $ 0 $ 100,193

Administrative Component $ 3,024,987 $ 3,079,427 $ 3,053,060

Program Component $ 28,562,239 $ 29,243,144 $ 29,042,655

Capital Component $ 6,189,156 $ 6,355,536 $ 6,176,732

Est. Basic STAR Exemption Savings1 ** List Separate Propositions that are not included in the Total Budgeted Amount

Desc: Desc: Desc: Desc:
$ 566.00 $ $ $ $ 

*Statement of assumptions made in projecting a contingency budget for the 2017-18 school year, should the proposed budget be defeated pursuant to Section 2023 of the Education Law. In order to comply 
with contingent budget restrictions, budget would be reduced by noncontractual salary increases and benefits ($46,368), added instructional positions ($86,227), equipment and technology ($162,513), 
audit ($5,000), document archiving ($16,300), alternative high school program ($27,251) and paving/repairs ($62,000)

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2017-2018 by the qualified voters of the Oneonta City School District, Otsego County, New York, will be held at Foothills Performing Arts Center in said district 
on Tuesday, May 16, 2017 between the hours of 12:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m., prevailing time in the Foothill Performing Arts Center, at which time the polls will be opened to vote by voting ballot or machine.
1The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by Section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.
**Tax Levy associated with educational or transportation services propositions are not eligible for exclusion and may affect voter approval requirements.

ANTICIPATED REVENUES

REVENUE  
CATEGORIES STATE AID APPROPRIATED 

FUND BALANCE
LOCAL AND 

OTHER
PROPERTY TAX 

LEVY  TOTAL

2016-17 $15,150,822 $1,178,975 $1,123,682 $20,322,904 $37,776,382

2017-18 $15,687,479 $1,157,606 $1,104,460 $20,728,563 $38,678,108

% Change 3.54% (1.81)% (1.71)% 2.00% 2.39%

ANTICIPATED EXPENDITURES

EXPENDITURE 
CATEGORIES PROGRAM CAPITAL  

(INCLUDES BUSES)
ADMINISTRATIVE 

(SCHOOL MANAGEMENT) TOTAL

2016-17 $28,562,239 $6,189,156 $3,024,987 $37,776,382

2017-18 $29,243,144 $6,355,536 $3,079,427 $38,678,108

% Change 2.38% 2.69% 1.80% 2.39%

SOURCES OF 
REVENUES

3-PART
BREAKDOWN

Property Taxes
$20,728,563

Program
$29,243,144

Capital
$6,355,536

Admin
$3,079,427

Other Tax Items
$430,831

Fund Balance
$1,157,606

State Aid
$15,687,479

Other Sources
$673,629
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From Riverside Elementary
Our students are enjoying flexible 

seating and gaining experience with 
Chromebooks

From Valleyview  
Elementary

Our 3rd-5th grade students are using Chromebooks 
to access Google Apps, our PE students in grades 
2-5 have learned about grappling this year, which is 
a combination of  self-defense, wrestling, and jiu-jitsu, 
and all of  our students get together every month for 
Valleyview Rocks! to celebrate student successes!

From Greater Plains  
Elementary

Parents and Community enjoy our GP Celebrates Program 
and our students enjoy the many field trips that are offered.

HERE IS WHAT IS HAPPENING IN OUR DISTRICT . . .
The Oneonta City School District offers quality education and programming district-wide.

DID YOU KNOW?
•	 We	have	65	Clubs	and	Extracurricular	activities	that	our	students	can	participate	in,	including	music	offerings	at	the	elementary	level.
•	 We	have	43	Athletic	Teams	at	the	Middle	and	High	School	level
•	 We	have	reinstated	Intramurals	at	the	Elementary	Buildings
•	 Our	course	offerings	include	71	electives,	including	extended	offerings	in	the	Arts.	See	our	Program	of 	Studies	Guide	under	the	Oneonta	

High	School	Guidance	Department	on	our	website	for	details.
•	 We	offer	five	advanced	placement	courses,	including	college	partnerships	in	which	our	students	have	the	opportunity	to	graduate	high	

school with college credit.
•	 We	offer	three	Foreign	Languages.


